Nehemiah 1:1-11
Nehemiah’s heart was open and receptive to God’s leading. He was concerned for others, he put people before things. Living for Christ means loving and serving others. Is your heart surrendered to God? Through your obedience to God are you working out your salvation in fear and trembling for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose (Phil 2:13)? In your work life? 
Nehemiah prayed. Which is more than thinking! He instinctively turned to God; the value of disciplined prayer. Of the 406 vs in Nehemiah, 11% are prayers – a tithe? Persistence in prayer – 4 months: is this of you God? And fasting (voluntarily abstaining from an otherwise normal function – most often eating – for the sake of intense spiritual activity). We train our bodies to march to the beat of a different drum, not our own appetites, habits, etc. Because God is the Lord of all I am. We must be sure of discerning God’s leading.
Nehemiah was reminded of the sovereign purposes of a loving God. A God-given passion/burden will draw you to God. His prayer was full of Scripture. We learn to pray from those who have gone before – phrases and themes from their prayers inspire, inform and shape our own. A God who revealed himself to his people, now revealed in Jesus. Our prayers are to begin with who God is: Our Father who is in heaven hallowed be your name.
Nehemiah confessed his own inadequacy and unworthiness. We need to rebuild the walls of the church: our witness to Christ, our willingness to share the gospel, our devotional life (so that we know God), a protection around our families, our minds, our marriages, and before we can do so we need to confess our sins and acknowledge that we have not obeyed God but we have gone off after other gods of materialism, entertainment and love of the world. We have surrendered, not to the prompting of HS, but to that of advertising, marketing and celebrity. We have not devoted ourselves to prayer, fellowship, breaking of bread and apostles teaching.
Nehemiah drew inspiration from promises in Scripture. An awesome God gives us hope! A successful prayer is always based on God’s purposes and God’s promises. Great Commission promise. “Beyond the Warriner” can easily be a distraction. ATC is for the mission of God.
Nehemiah takes encouragement from what God has already done. Remember the cross and the empty tomb!

Nehemiah is supported too in the prayers of others who delighted in revering God’s name. His pleasure was pleasing God. We so much need to support one another in prayer. Are we one in spirit and purpose?
Nehemiah is confident that God will equip him with everything necessary for total obedience to his will. Despite the fact that King Artaxerxes had ordered the building of the wall to be stopped (Ezra 4) and that “this man” was so influential, powerful and could decide on life or death. Eph 6:10-20
I’m impressed by Hacaliah. And his father too. Responded to the word of the Lord through Jeremiah 29. Nehemiah means “God has comforted”. Convicted and encouraged to be true to God – and Nehemiah was taught at home.
A surrendered heart...with a burden for God’s kingdom...equipped by the HS through prayer.
