Nehemiah 2:10-20
Facing the Challenge
Investigation, cooperation and perseverance: three important lessons for us to understand as we see a godly burden translated into action.
Investigation (vv11-16) – from a place of rest, still carrying the burden alone, Nehemiah assesses the work to be done. The challenge is huge – 150 years of ruin.
Cooperation – (vv17-18) It sometimes takes a stranger to see sharply what has been softened by familiarity, but he cannot do it alone.  Nehemiah associates himself with them, he inspires confidence in God, the transcendence and immanence of God, he shares the story of how the practical things have been worked out, and the people respond.
Perseverance – Sanballat (“Sin (the moon-god) has given life”) and Tobiah (“The Lord is good”), already agitated, mocked and ridiculed them. Attack can came from good people who do not have a godly perspective. The enemy knew where to attack – Ezra 4: they had been stopped by the king from building the walls before! And so the work to build the walls began.  
Are we prepared to face the challenge today? In what ways do the walls of the church need building today?
In the Protestant world of Britain, Europe, North America and Australia the secularizing of community life and the faltering of the theologians, church leaders, and ordinary clergy has left the majority of congregations in a very low state. Abandonment of the historic belief in a holy Creator who graciously saves sinners through atonement and new birth is common still, as it has been for the past century, and whenever fidelity to the biblical faith ceases, spiritual vitality quickly drains away. Overall the Western church has shrivelled and shrunk; it has ceased to count as a community force; the faith of which God made it a trustee is largely unknown to the man in the street, and when known it is largely ignored; and the godliness that the church once set forth as true humanness is rated in popular culture as a comic, old-fashioned oddity. The church appears as a ruined city after the fighting, and like Jerusalem as Nehemiah found it, and a tremendous rebuilding job awaits anyone who still cares about its welfare. In such rebuilding, the reconstruction of biblical belief will be the first and basic task.  J. I. Packer A Passion for Faithfulness
Bible Society survey: 2/3 do not read the Bible daily; nearly 50% feel less confident in the Scriptures due to the likes of Richard Dawkins (lacking confidence in the gospel?); half never read anything to help them understand the Bible.

EA survey “21st Century Evangelicals”: 40% do not tithe; 12% do not consider their faith the most important thing in their life; 10% do not believe in the bodily resurrection of Christ; 22% are not confident in everlasting life after death; the older we get the less we tell others about Jesus!  

Christlikeness – in the sermon on the mount, Jesus presents a picture of life in the kingdom of God where divorce, anger, lust, truthfulness, worry, and giving are viewed in a very different light. Where is our distinctiveness? Has the world shaped the church or vice versa?

On fire for God? Or justifying and rationalising mediocrity and lukewarmness?

Weak in prayer. More surveys – less than 10 mins per day (for clergy 39 mins per day)
A burden for the lost – many live as if we’re universalists.

Thank God for all that he is doing... the foundation is there but the walls need building!
What is our response? God help us!  God’s approach to his work in us also involves investigation, cooperation and perseverance.
Investigation- Psalm 139: 1, 23-4: asking God to search me, willingly yielding to the Spirit’s convicting gaze. Is my life, my words, actions, character, bringing honour or shame on Christ’s name? Is my primary ambition for the glory of God? What about my witness?
Cooperation – Jesus can do nothing for us unless we are willing. What matters is not the extent of the brokenness, or my abilities or spiritual maturity, but my willingness. He’s asking us if we’re willing? “Come, let us build together so that we will no longer be in disgrace.” He and I, together. Christ and you together, building, so that his name is no longer just a swear word. “Are you disappointed with the church?” No, but I am burdened. Despair? No, because God is working. There is one kind of church with which God can do nothing – the one that is perfectly satisfied with where it is. Think Laodicea!
God is looking for our cooperation – we have one life, that of Jesus, indwelling us by the Holy Spirit. As we share that one life it means we have one spirit and one purpose – to build lives into the kingdom of God. And it will take us all to reach the world for God.

Perseverance – God will never give up on us so let’s keep our eyes on him. We have an enemy, in fact he’s set up camp on much of God’s property because we’ve let him. It’s time to stand together and tell him, “In the name of Jesus, get out!” Nehemiah told the truth about God, the workers and the enemy... and we must too.
And remember, God’s gracious hand is upon us!
