Nehemiah 3:1


Putting God first. 
As the rebuilding of the wall begins, Nehemiah begins his record of the work with the high priest Eliashib and his fellow priests working on the Sheep Gate and dedicating the gate, the doors and the walls. What do priests do?  They offer up prayers,  bring spiritual sacrifices, intercede to God on behalf of others, maintain an attentiveness to God in the whole of life, bless others, and are concerned with people’s relationship with God.... and they’re set apart to God to do so. Are you surprised to find them heading this list of builders?
Why the Sheep Gate?  It was at the NE corner of city, near to the temple and was the gate through which the sheep used for temple sacrifice would have come. Why do you think that Nehemiah began his description of the rebuilding of the walls at this particular point?
Some 480 years later, Jesus was in this same city establishing the foundation for God’s new creation. In the week of his crucifixion he connected with the ‘old’ but pointed to the ‘new’. What are the most meaningful moments for you as you consider the way Jesus cleansed the temple, shared the Passover meal, instituted the Lord’s Supper, and laid down his life causing the temple curtain to tear in two?
Jesus was the Sacrifice and the Priest. Read Romans 3:21-30 and Hebrews 9:11-14 and reflect on what God brings to your focus in these passages.

If we are to make progress in rebuilding the walls of witness, testimony, identity, protection and distinctiveness in our lives and the church (NOT to keep others out but in order to grow into Christlikeness), we must grasp that we are priests.

Read 1 Peter 2:4,9. Are we....?
· People of prayer

· Living sacrifices (Rom 12:1), not living consumers

· Praying for others

· Dedicating all we do – attentive to God in the whole of life

· Living for the glory of God (1 Cor 10:31)
· Blessing others

· Concerned with people’s relationship with God – telling others about Jesus and the kingdom of God.
Do you think that people recognise you as a priest? Is this how you see yourself? What is God prompting you to change in your way of life? Or introduce? Read Rev 1:6 – how does this verse inspire you?
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