Nehemiah 4:1-9

What is the very first thing that we notice at the start of this chapter?

There is clear opposition against the people of God and the work that they are doing (4v1) and we have already come across this enemy back in chapter 2 verse 10
Whenever God’s people seek to do a good work, there is always opposition that comes their way. What is more, the greater that good work is in terms of coming against the works of the enemy Satan, then the opposition is all the more serious.

We see evidence of this throughout the Bible and two classic examples of this are the story of Moses and the story of Jesus. Where the enemy tried to wipe out & destroy the good work from the very start when both Moses and Jesus were babies.

In our own history in this country there are countless examples where the enemy has tried to put a stop to major good works through different people in God’s name. For example there is William Wilberforce & many others with him that worked long and hard to expose and put an end to the evils of the slave trade. They experienced much opposition time and time again.

I was reading fairly recently about a minister called Charles Simeon, who experienced relentless opposition against his faithful & biblical preaching for around 40 years from within his own church congregation. They actually locked their pews so that others couldn’t come in, sit down and listen to him preaching!

What about us who seek to do good works for God that He has given us to do…. Have we experienced opposition? Are we experiencing opposition right now?

Does all this talk of opposition put you off from serving God or even starting a new work for God? Well don’t be discouraged or don’t give up in the good works that He has given you to do. Hold on to the promises that God has given and make full use of all His rich provision. See what God says in 2 Corinthians 4:7-9
What is the main approach that we see from the enemy in chapter 4 verses 1-3?
Ridicule can cut down deep, causing discouragement and despair if one allows it to.

Take note how the verbal attacks can come at the people of God in regard to the truths they hold dear:

“You and your feeble prayer meetings and trying to get people converted…what little impact you are making in this world…”
We have been looking at the enemy’s approach of mocking & ridiculing the people of God. Do you know that it is possible for the enemy (Satan) to use the very people of God in his work of mocking and ridiculing – Yes that is a bit of a shock isn’t it!

So the first serious question for all of us is:

Q) If you are a mocker or if you ridicule / make fun of anyone involved in the work of the Lord, do you realise the seriousness of being involved personally in the devil’s work?

Let us be reminded of God’s word to us from Psalm 1 verses 1-3 at this very point

The second serious question for all of us is:

Q) Who do you naturally gravitate towards in the church? Is it the complainers? Is it the back biters? Is it the jibers? Is it the criticisers? Is it the people that want to get the boot into the leadership at every opportunity? Is it the negative people?

We need to take serious note of how criticism rubs off and is contagious! Critics usually run with other critics.

Prayer of confession at this point

Nehemiah’s approach as an over comer and a man of prayer and a man of practical action, involved three vital aspects:

1) Having a Prayerful Heart

See what Nehemiah’s response is to the opposition in verses 4-5

Nehemiah is here showing that he is fighting his battles through prayer to the One who is Lord of all, and every greatly used man and woman of God has done exactly the same

If you compare Nehemiah’s prayerful response with that of Jesus towards those that opposed and attacked him:

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”[a] And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. (Luke 23:34 NIV)

You might be tempted to think that Nehemiah’s example is not the best way to pray when compared with Jesus. However, God has a way of working in and through us when we express our hurts, fears & anger direct with Him instead on others.

Can we think of any examples of this in our own lives where God has done a special work in us when we’ve prayed to him openly & honestly?
Do you know that the leaders of the church of Jesus Christ (including our leadership here at Bloxham Baptist Church) never have any bother from the people who have got hearts to pray! Isn’t that strange?

Well the praying people are the encouraging people, because they are really praying for you.

So a big THANK YOU to all those that are doing that here at Bloxham Baptist Church, and let us all be a part of the praying & encouraging people.

2) Having a mind to work

From the place of prayer Nehemiah got off his knees with a renewed spirit, because that is what Holy Spirit led prayer does. He is focused with renewed trust and courage to push through the opposition and see God’s miraculous provision & help.

If God has called us to a task, determine to complete it, even if you face opposition or discouragement. The rewards of work well done will be worth the effort.

What tasks / jobs has God given to you that you have experienced opposition over?

God is in the business of working through his people to accomplish seemingly impossible tasks.

3) Watching and Praying

Nehemiah constantly combined prayer with preparation. His people trusted God and at the same time kept vigilant watch over what had been entrusted to them.

Nehemiah was ever so practical; he kept his feet on the ground. He knew how to organise and how to agonise in prayer. He made sure that there was a sentry (look out) on day and night.

Too often we are tempted to pray without looking for the role God wants us to have in our projects. We show God we are serious when we combine prayer with thought, preparation and effort.

Are there any further roles / tasks that God has for us to do?

In the Christian life, if we have no heart to pray, then we have no mind to work. If we have no heart to pray, then we must stop working for God until we have sorted this urgent matter out!

Take some time to respond to the above challenge in prayer

The enemy (Satan) is always seeking to quench our desire for a deeper and more fruitful Christian life. We must never tire of being hungry for more of Jesus and living fruitful lives for Him.

Remember the enemy never really bothers about half-hearted Christian people, but once you are desperate for God and become burdened for the salvation of people, then all hell will oppose us. But God is greater than all our enemies!

We need to be watchful & prayerful over the dangers of what is going on in our society around us.
We need to be watchful & prayerful of the dangerous way in which our fallen nature always aims to lead us away from God’s holy ways.
We need to be watchful & prayerful of the devil’s dangerous subtle schemes & approaches.

Finish by spending time praying for each other regarding areas of opposition and how we can become over comers like Nehemiah.

