Nehemiah 4ii


Removing the rubbish


Neh 4:10
Blessing – attack – blessing – attack: a familiar and predictable pattern!  Satan is well practiced – he knows how to attack. It’s not always obvious but subtle.  As the kingdom of God advances we experience attack external and internal.  Here, it’s internal.  From the people of Judah, “We’re exhausted...there’s too much rubbish...it’s an impossible task!”
How discouraging for Nehemiah! And yet how utterly real; Nebuchadnezzer had made a good job of destroying the walls some 140 years before. They had lived with them broken – never known anything different. And now the initial enthusiasm has given way to sheer exhaustion. ‘Why bother? It’s too difficult. We’ve lived okay with them broken.’ Read Ephesians 4:29-30 and discuss Judah’s words in relation to Paul’s instruction.
“Without vision God’s people perish”.  Nehemiah’s vision was strong and God’s vision for our lives is stronger! Most of us have grown up in a church with broken walls: people rarely saved, rarely healed, marriages breaking, the acts of the flesh tolerated, very few models of godly men and women to inspire and encourage.  At first, when we were first saved, we threw our all into the work of God’s kingdom but now perhaps we’re just too tired...’it’s never going to be any different...why bother...?’  We’re half built, half way through our lives and it’s too easy to allow doubts and despondency to shape us. What is your kingdom vision for your life?  What keeps you focused and intentional when the discouragement comes?

There is rubbish to be dealt with if we are to build God’s kingdom: rubbish in our lives that  absorb our energies and time (Phil 3:8) and rubbish in our flesh which can quench God’s Spirit and his work in us (Gal 5:19-21).  Read also Gal 6:7-10: rubbish in, rubbish out or sowing to the Spirit?  How do you sow to the Spirit, intentionally, every day in order to become like Christ?
How do we clear the rubbish? Firstly we must know who we are in Christ: knowing Jesus as our foundation – 1 Cor 3:10-17 – and knowing our body to be a temple of the Holy Spirit. The only way to clear the rubbish is through repentance (clearing) and belief (building).  If this is a theory only and not habitual, daily practice we will be building our lives on sand. Discuss.
It’s not an impossible task!  Look at the empty tomb – look at God’s purposes for your life. We are co-workers with God. “My yolk is easy and my burden is light” – this is Jesus’ promise in response to his invitation to “Come to me”.  What does this mean to you personally?  How can we spur one another on and encourage one another “all the more as we see the Day approaching”? (Heb 10:25).  
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