Nehemiah 4:11-23



Battling and Building
Be aware (v11,12)

Wherever the Holy Spirit is working, the devil will concentrate his efforts. He threatens to get right in amongst God’s people to destroy and put an end to God’s work. His attacks are direct and obvious, as here, or indirect and subtle: Christians persuaded to invest time and energy into irrelevant side-issues, or distracted by distorted teaching. Things that are ‘good’ are the most subtle. Or simply he attacks through temptation: money, sex and power (1 John 2:15-17).  Our small struggles are part of a larger campaign: finding it difficult to pray, forgive, fellowship, study. The enemy seeks to destroy the effectiveness of the church today by disabling God’s people one at a time.  Is your life arousing opposition and attack?
Be alert (v13)


Where is the devil most likely to attack you? What is the sin that most easily entangles you (Heb 12:1)? To be alert we must be intentional as a disciple, not casual. We can drift into sin but never into righteousness. Formation groups: 4 people meeting for 1 hour per week for spiritual training with a ‘gym card’ focusing on character to ask for, temptations to resist, practices to engage in, and gifts to pursue. What encourages you to be intentional? If we are not aware and alert to the devils attacks, we’re not building God’s kingdom. Discuss.
Be strong (v14)

Ephesians 6:10-20: the devil’s schemes and his flaming arrows (doubt, despair, adverse circumstances, sharp temptation, personal tragedy, or even success leading to arrogance and pride) necessitate God’s armour of truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation. Jesus Christ has won the battle! Eph 1:20-22; Col 2:15. The devil was defeated the moment Christ rose from the grave. D-Day has happened. Advent reminds us that we’re waiting for V-Day. Be confident in prayer and fearless in wielding the sword, the gospel of Jesus. “Don’t be afraid...Remember the Lord who is great and awesome...and fight.” Our families, marriages, children, homes are at stake. Are we standing in the face of the enemy’s attacks and are we seeing the gospel advance? How can we encourage one another in this?
Be overcomers (v15-20)
The work continues but they are on guard, alert, equipped; building but ready to do battle. For Paul, an ambassador in chains, the gospel was still preached “boldly and without hindrance” (Acts 28:31). How about you? As a disciple: becoming more like Christ, practicing the spiritual disciplines of abstinence and engagement? As a member of the church: devoted to fellowship, listening for the trumpet and drawing alongside others (your battle is to become my battle too), seeking spiritual gifts, encouraging, building up? As a witness: are you showing off Jesus, demonstrating his love, life and power, sharing the gospel?  If you’re married: do you pray together? If your partner is not a Christian: are you a witness of Jesus to your spouse, do you have others praying for you? If you’re a parent: are you modelling to your children a life of devotion to God, teaching your children about life in God’s kingdom? If you’re a grandparent: are you fighting in prayer for your family, do they see in you true godliness and holiness?
Be earnest (v21-23)

Is any of this easy?  Well it’s just got more challenging: from dawn ‘til dusk, night and day, no comforts. Read 2 Tim 2:3,4. John Joseph Surin, a Jesuit priest from the 1600s, when asked why so few Christians became truly saintly, answered, “The chief reason is that they give too big a place in life to indifferent things.” The devil is very content when we are affluent and comfortable. He’s happy with our private faith, with a lukewarm church. Where in your life do you feel as though you are on the ‘frontline’? In what areas do you feel complacent and disengaged in kingdom work? “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.” Rev 3:19.  Pray for one another.

